AVARICE AND CHARM
When Sarah reached the end of her story, which she was
accustomed to tell to her intimates, she broke down and
wept. Kneller's portrait shows her still in her heyday, but
with a very rueful countenance, and her severed hair hanging
over her shoulder.1
It will be observed that Goslinga contradicts Seward's
assertion that Marlborough had " a very squeaking voice."
This appears to be founded only upon some lines which Pope
composed about him at the time of the death of his only
surviving son, Lord Churchill, "in which," says Seward,
" malignantly enough he makes him * in accents of a whining
ghost . . . lament the son he lost.'" The fragment
incidentally illuminates the bitter malice of the politics of
those days. A poet who mocks the grief of a father bewailing
the death of his son places himself at once and for all time in
a certain category definitely recognizable.
Sarah's remarks about her husband's probity raise a question
on which we feel on more confident ground. There is no doubt
that Marlborough took from the various offices which he held
everything to which he was entitled either by warrant or recog-
nized custom. But no one has ever been able to prove that he
took more. The House of Commons was vigilant in those
days, and charges of corruption and peculation were constant
features of its debates. Danby's second and final disgrace in
169 j is a remarkable instance of the zeal and fearlessness with
which Parliament discharged its duties. Both Churchill's
brothers, George and Charles, were in a single year sent for a
while to the Tower for financial irregularities and abuses,
and there are numerous other cases on record. No one was
more j ealously watched than Marlborough. He had numerous
enemies. As he was never a strong party man, he had not
the protection which others enjoyed. Yet, although allega-
tions, gossip, and slander pursued him, as they did most
prominent people, no charge was ever brought against him
till the famous charges of 1712, and these were, as will be
seen in due course, completely exploded. It might be supposed
1 It is apparent from the picture that the hair has been actually cut through.   There
is also a sketch by Kneller which shows her with her hair cropped.
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